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for some time, arranging the affairs of his regiment. The intercourse consequent upon this official consultation, was productive of warm and confidential friendship between the parties; and General Knox found his subordinate possessed of a knowledge of details and practice in his department, of which he did not scruple to avail himself, and he was indebted to Colonel Lamb for recommending * and forwarding to him some useful works, which had not, until then, met his observation. From that time, until the close of the campaign of 1781, all the communications which passed between them, lost in some degree their official character, and assumed the guise of friendly intercourse, between minds, which congenial sentiments and pursuits, had brought to close affinity.
When Colonel Lamb reached home, after this visit, he caused his family to be removed from Stratford to Southing-ton, a town twenty-two miles inland, and north of New Haven ; while Lieutenant-Colonel Oswald was stationed at the latter place, with such recruits as he had been enabled to collect Immediately after receiving his orders to recruit, and even before he had obtained the necessary funds from the government; Colonel Lamb racked his own credit, and that of his friends, to obtain money to fill up his companies* Hearing that men might be raised at the eastward, and that a very accomplished musician might be obtained at Providence; Colonel Oswald was dispatched to secure this man, and to forward the enlistments. Arriving at Providence, on the 16th February, Oswald found that the fifer had been recently promoted to a majority in the line of the army, and consequently, as he wrote," above that business."! Here he fell in with General Arnold, on the road to Boston; who, upon being made acquainted of the failure of the government to furnish funds for enlistment, offered the loan of one thousand pounds; and sent to Colonel Lamb an order on his sister Hannah, who had taken charge of his family after the death
* Lamb papers, N. Y. His. Soc.          f Idem.